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Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



In the title: 



-(Amended) JOINING STRUCTURE 



In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 4, and 6-8 without prejudice. 
Please add the following new claims: 

10. (New) A joining structure according to claim 2, characterized by bending one or both ends of each 
tabular member to the extent that each bent end is formed at a right angle to the direction of the 
principal stress. 

1 1 . (New) A joining structure according to claim 1 , wherein the structural member has a coupling flange 
or a base plate, and one or more tabular members are disposed between the structural member and 
the coupling flange or base plate. 

12. (New) A joining structure according to claim 1, wherein each tabular member serves as a fixture for 
one or more members to be joined. 

1 3 . (New) A joining structure according to claim 1 , wherein a tabular member serves as a fixture for a 
secondary member. 
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The attached page is captioned "Versions with markings to show changes made." 
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DESCRIPTION 
JOINING STRUCTURE 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a joining structure 
constructed by attaching one ot more tabular members, 
such as reinforcing ribs, etc. or anchor bolts, to a 
structural member which takes various forms* 

Background Art 

A joining structure, as shown in Fig, 22 or 23, has 
been conventionally used for a join, for instance, 
between a steel base structure and a foundation. The 
conventional joining structure is formed by welding a 
bolt connection base plate 11 to an end of a structural 
member 10 and reinforcing the joining structure with 
reinforcing ribs 12 attached between the structural 
member 10 and the base plate 11. The reinforcing ribs 12 
are tabular members extending in the direction of the 
principal stress of the structural member 10 and are 
attached to protrude from the surface of the structural 
member 10 in the shape of a T. 

In a conventional joining structure as described 
above, however, there is a problem that, when a bending 
moment is applied on the structural member 10, a large 
out-of -plane bending stress concentrates at the portions 
of the structural member 10 near the toes of the 
reinforcing ribs 12 and, as a consequence, the 
performance of the structure is deteriorated. Another 
problem is that, when the reinforcing ribs 12 are welded 
to the structural member 10, structural defects are 
likely to occur in the boxing welding portions at the 
upper ends of the reinforcing ribs 12 as a result of the 
combined effects of the residual stress caused by welding 
heat and the material degradation of the heat affected 
zones at the weld toes, causing the proof stress and the 
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fatigue property to deteriorate. Those problems are 
common to many types of joining structures in which 
reinforcing ribs 12 are welded to structural members 10 
in the form of T- joints and, in view of this, the 
5 Japanese Society of Steel Construction points out, in 

"Guideline for Fatigue Design of Steel Structures and Its 
Interpretation", that a join in which a gusset is welded 
by fillet welding or groove welding adversely affects the 
proof stress and fatigue property of a steel member and, 
10 therefore, attention has to be paid to this in the design 
of structures. 

p Disclosure of the Invention 

O The present invention provides a joining structure 

15 composed of a structural member and one or more tabular 

yj members, or a structural member and anchor bolts, which 

p| joining structure can: solve the above-mentioned 

, conventional problems; significantly alleviate the stress 

y concentration at the toes of the tabular members such as 

m 

20 the reinforcing ribs, etc.; greatly alleviate the 
V] residual stress caused by welding heat in the case of 

welding the tabular members; and, as a result, 
significantly improve the proof stress and the fatigue 
property compared with a conventional joining structure. 
25 More specifically, the present invention is a 

joining structure having one or more tabular members 
protruding from the surface of a structural member and is 
characterized by bending one or both ends of each tabular 
member. Note that the above expression "one or both ends 
3 0 of each tabular member" means one or both end portions of 
each tabular member where the tabular member contacts 
with a structural member which is a base material. 
Further, in the present invention, it is preferable that 
the joining structure is a structure wherein a tabular 
35 member is a reinforcing rib protruding from the surface 
of a structural member in the shape of T so that the 
tabular member extends in the direction of the principal 
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stress of the structural member and one or both ends of 
the reinforcing rib is/are bent in a direction deviating 
from the direction of said principal stress. 

It has to be noted that it is preferable that one or 
5 both ends of a tabular member is /are bent in the shape of 
an gradual curve and to the extent that each bent end of 
the tabular member is formed at a right angle to the 
direction of the principal stress. Only one or both ends 
of a tabular member may be bent, or the whole body 
10 thereof may be bent in the shape of U or V. 

The structural member may have a coupling flange or 
a base plate. In that case, a tabular member may be 
placed between the structural member and the coupling 
flange or between the structural member and the base 
15 plate, or otherwise may be used for fixing a join member, 
y or yet may be used for fixing a secondary member. 

Further, the present invention is applicable also to 
a type of joining structure wherein anchor bolts 

■*» extending in the direction of the principal stress of a 

flf 

ry 2 0 structural member are welded to the surface of the 

HI structural member and an end of each anchor bolt is bent 

in a direction deviating from the direction of the 
principal stress. 

As described above, in the present invention, the 
25 rigidity at one or both ends of a tabular member 

decreases by bending the end(s) (toe(s)) of the tabular 
member such as a reinforcing rib, etc., preferably, in a 
direction deviating from the direction of the principal 
stress of a structural member. As a result, when a load 
3 0 is applied on the structural member, the stress 

concentration near the end(s) of the tabular member is 
significantly alleviated, and, when the tabular member is 
welded, the residual stress caused by welding heat near 
the end(s) of the tabular member is significantly 
35 alleviated as well. By this, the proof stress and the 
fatigue property of the joining structure is largely 
improved compared with a conventional joining structure. 
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Specific numerical values are explained later. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig, 1 is a perspective view showing a first 
5 embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing a second 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing a third 
embodiment of the present invention. 
10 Fig. 4 is a stress concentration chart obtained 

through a finite element (FEM) analysis of the joint 
structure according to the second embodiment. 
{2J Fig. 5 is a stress concentration contour of a 

O conventional joining structure having tabular reinforcing 

p 15 ribs. 

yj Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a fourth 

9l embodiment of the present invention. 

W 

s Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing a fifth 

W embodiment of the present invention, 

fij 20 Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing a sixth 

U1 embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing a seventh 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing an eighth 
2 5 embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing a ninth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view showing a conventional 
joining structure corresponding to the ninth embodiment 
30 and a modified example of the ninth embodiment. 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing a tenth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 14 is a perspective view showing a conventional 
joining structure corresponding to the tenth embodiment. 
35 Fig. 15 is a perspective view showing an eleventh 

embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 16 is a perspective view showing a conventional 
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joining structure corresponding to the eleventh 
embodiment . 

Fig. 17 is a perspective view showing a twelfth 
embodiment of the present invention. 
5 Fig. 18 is a perspective view showing a conventional 

joining structure corresponding to the twelfth 
embodiment . 

Fig. 19 is a perspective view showing a thirteenth 
embodiment of the present invention. 
10 Fig. 2 0 is a perspective view showing a conventional 

joining structure corresponding to the thirteenth 
]>* embodiment . 

5| Fig. 21 is a graph of the S-N curves showing the 

%j results of the fatigue strength test described in 

15 Example. 

yi Fig. 22 is a perspective view showing a conventional 

^ joining structure. 

Fig. 23 is a perspective view showing another 
W conventional joining structure. 

\n 20 Fig. 24 is a front elevation view of the joining 

O structure shown in Fig. 3. 

m 

Fig. 25 is a plan view of the joining structure 
shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 26 is a front elevation view of the joining 
25 structure shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 27 is a plan view of the joining structure 
shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 28 is a front elevation view of the joining 
structure shown in Fig. 7. 
30 Fig. 29 is a plan view of the joining structure 

shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 30 is a front elevation view of the joining 
structure shown in Fig. 8. 

Fig. 31 is a plan view of the joining structure 
35 shown in Fig. 8. 

Fig. 32 is a front elevation view of a modified 
example of the joining structure shown in Fig. 2. 
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Fig. 33 is a plan view of the modified example of 
the joining structure shown in Fig. 2. 

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 
5 Preferred embodiments for carrying out the present 

invention are described hereafter. 

(A joint structure of a structural member and a coupling 
flange) 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a first 
10 embodiment of the present invention, wherein numerals 

indicate the following: 1 designates a structural member 
such as a steel pipe to be coupled to another; 2 a 
coupling flange welded to an end of the structural member 
Q 1 and used for bolt connection with another structural 

15 member; and 3 a reinforcing rib attached between the 
yj structural member 1 and the coupling flange 2 so as to 

protrude in the shape of T. In this case, the 
, reinforcing ribs 3 are welded in the form of T- joints. 

O The direction of the principal stress of the structural 

j^l 2 0 member 1 is the direction of the central axis of the 

tfl structural member in Fig. 1. As seen in the figure, each 

of the reinforcing ribs 3 is bent in the shape of U, but 
it extends, as a whole, in the direction of the principal 
stress of the structural member 1. The end (toe) 4, 
25 which is located opposite the coupling flange, of a 
reinforcing rib 3 is bent in the shape of an gradual 
curve and to the extent that the bent end of the 
reinforcing rib is formed at a right angle to the 
direction of the principal stress. 
3 0 The reinforcing ribs 3 are welded not only to the 

structural member 1 but also to the coupling flange 2, 
the welding to the coupling flange 2 being done by boxing 
welding. It is preferable to form a scallop at each of 
the inside corners of each reinforcing rib 3 to secure 
35 reliable welding work. 

In the joining structure constructed as described 
above, as the end 4 of a reinforcing rib 3 is bent in a 
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direction deviating from the direction of the principal 
stress of the structural member 1, the end 4 of a 
reinforcing rib 3 can be formed into a low rigidity 
structure. As a result, not only the stress 
concentration at the end 4 of a reinforcing rib 3 but 
also the residual stress caused by welding heat of the 
welded portion are significantly alleviated and, thus, 
the proof stress and the fatigue property of the joining 
structure are significantly improved. 

To fully enjoy the above effect, it is desirable 
that the radius of curvature r of the end 4 of a 
reinforcing rib 3 is set at not less than 3 times its 
thickness t. If the radius of curvature r is smaller 
than 3 times of the thickness t, the material of the 
reinforcing rib 3 is likely to be deteriorated during 
bending the reinforcing rib 3 and, besides, the effect of 
lowering the rigidity decreases. 

The coupling flanges 2 of the first embodiment are 
coupled to each other using bolts 6 in the same manner as 
in a conventional flange coupling method. While there is 
no specific restriction as to the number and positions of 
the bolts 6, when each of the bolts is located between 
the two legs of each of the reinforcing ribs 3 bent into 
the shape of U as shown in Fig, 1, there is the advantage 
that the bolts are protected from physical impact from 
the outside and from a corrosive environment. In any of 
the embodiments described hereinafter, the pipe 
constituting a structural member 1 is shown as a round 
steel pipe in any of relevant drawings, but it has to be 
noted that a square steel pipe may be used in place of 
the round pipe, or a section steel may be used as the 
structural member 1 as well. 

(A joining structure of a structural member and a base 
plate) 

In the second embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the 
structural member 1 is a base structure consisting of a 
steel pipe, and numeral 5 indicates a base plate for 
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fixing the structural member 1 to a foundation. 
Reinforcing ribs 3 bent into the shape of U are welded by 
T- joint weld between the structural member 1 and the base 
plate 5 so as to protrude in the shape of T, in the same 
5 manner as in the first embodiment. In the embodiment 
shown in Fig, 2, each of the reinforcing ribs 3 is cut 
slantwise so that its width becomes smaller towards the 
end 4, making the rigidity of the end 4 even smaller. 
Note that the position of each bolt 6 to fix the base 
10 plate 5 to a foundation may be outside the legs of each 
reinforcing rib 3, as seen in the third embodiment shown 
M* in Fig. 3. 

PS A stress concentration contour obtained through 

% 4 afinite element (FEM) analysis of the joining structure 

O 

n 15 according to the second embodiment is shown in Fig. 4 and 

iff another stress concentration contour of a conventional 

m joining structure having tabular reinforcing ribs is 

shown in Fig. 5. These figures show, in contour lines , 
the distribution of the stress forming around the 

ill 

Ln 2 0 reinforcing ribs 3 when horizontal loads of the same 

P amount are applied to the upper ends of respective 

f% % 

! ^ structural members 1, and the unit of the numerical 

figures in the charts is MPa. It is clear from the 
comparison of the charts that the stress concentration 

25 around the reinforcing rib 3 according to the present 

invention is significantly alleviated, compared with the 
case of the conventional technology. 

The fourth embodiment shown in Fig. 6 is a joining 
structure in which two adjacent reinforcing ribs 3 shown 

30 in Fig. 3 are connected into one piece. In this case 
too, the end 4 of a reinforcing rib 3 is bent to the 
extent that the bent end of the reinforcing rib 3 is 
formed at a right angle to the direction of the principal 
stress of the structural member 1 and, thus, the same 

35 effect as that of the other embodiments described above 
can be obtained. 

In the fifth embodiment shown in Fig. 7, the 
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reinforcing ribs 3 disposed between the structural member 
1 and the base plate 5 are formed into the shape of V. 
The legs of each reinforcing rib 3 slightly incline with 
respect to the direction of the principal stress of the 
5 structural member 1, but the centerline of the whole 
reinforcing rib 3 extends in the direction of the 
principal stress . The other structure and its functional 
effects are the same as the other embodiments described 
before . 

10 Whereas the reinforcing ribs 3 are bent into the 

shape of U or V in the embodiments described above, the 
top end of a tabular reinforcing rib 3 may be bent so as 
to deviate from the direction of the principal stress of 
Q the structural member 1 and to form the shape of an 

P 15 upside-down J, as seen in the sixth embodiment shown in 

Ly Fig, 8. In a joining structure having this type of 

f\ construction too, the rigidity at the end 4 of the 

a reinforcing rib 3 is low against the principal stress of 

w the structural member 1 and, therefore, the same effect 

fy 2 0 as described before can be obtained. 

Ul The whole body of a reinforcing rib 3 may incline as 

5r; seen in the seventh embodiment shown in Fig. 9. In this 

fy 

case too, the end 4 of the reinforcing rib 3 may be bent 
significantly. In the eighth embodiment shown in Fig. 
25 10, two reinforcing ribs 3 each having the shape of an 
upside-down J as shown in Fig. 8 are put together back- 
to-back to form a reinforcing rib 3 roughly in the shape 
of T. 

Though it is preferable to bend the end 4 of the 
3 0 reinforcing rib 3 so as to form an gradual curve as shown 
in attached drawings, it is also possible to bend it 
linearly. The same effects as described before can be 
obtained also in that case since the end 4 of the 
reinforcing rib 3 has a low rigidity against the 
35 principal stress of the structural member 1. In view of 
the fact that another stress concentration occurs at the 
bend, however, it is preferable, as a conclusion, to bend 
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the reinforcing rib 3 so as to form an gradual curve. 
(A joining structure of a structural member and 
reinforcing ribs for fixing joining members) 

Whereas two structural members 1 (steel pipes) are 
5 coupled using coupling flanges 2 in the first embodiment 
shown in Fig. 1, the ninth embodiment shown in Fig. 11 
represents a case where reinforcing ribs 3 are used as 
steel pipe joints. When this type of joining structure 
is employed, conventionally, a tabular steel pipe joint 7 
10 as shown in the right-hand part of Fig. 12 is welded to 

an end of each steel pipe and the steel pipes are coupled 
using bolts or rivets, but the stress concentration does 
q occur at the end of the steel pipe joint 7 also in this 

case. When each reinforcing rib 3 whose end 4 is bent as 
q 15 shown in Fig. 11 or the left-hand part of Fig. 12 is 

W used, however, not only the stress concentration but also 

{U the residual stress caused by welding heat can be 

*■ alleviated. Fig. 11 shows a case where reinforcing ribs 

SI 3 are bent into the shape of U, and the left-hand part of 

i y 

fU 2 0 Fig. 12 shows another case where only the end 4 of each 

2j tabular reinforcing rib 3 is bent. 

m (A joining structure of a structural member and a 

reinforcing rib for fixing a secondary member) 

The tenth embodiment shown in Fig. 13 is a joining 
25 structure wherein a reinforcing rib 3 for fixing a 

secondary member 8 is welded in the shape of T to the 
side wall of a steel tube constituting a structural 
member 1. This reinforcing rib 3 also extends in the 
direction of the principal stress of the structural 
30 member 1 and the upper and lower ends of the reinforcing 
rib 3 are bent in directions deviating from the direction 
of the principal stress of the structural member 1. By 
this structure, as in the cases of the other embodiments, 
the stress concentration at the rib ends and also the 
35 residual stress caused by welding heat can be alleviated 
compared with the conventional structure shown in Fig. 
14. 



The eleventh embodiment shown in Fig, 15 is a case 
where the present invention is applied to a gusset 
structure for a horizontal lateral bracing . In this 
case, the structural member 1 is an I-beam installed 
horizontally and the direction of its principal stress is 
horizontal. A reinforcing rib 3 whose both ends are bent 
is welded horizontally onto a side of the structural 
member 1 by T-joint weld, and a horizontally extending 
secondary member 8 is fixed to the reinforcing rib 3. 
Fig. 16 is a view showing a conventional gusset structure 
for a horizontal lateral bracing; the stress 
concentration at the ends of the reinforcing rib is large 
since the reinforcing rib used here is a flat plate. 
However, when the structure shown in Fig. 15 is employed, 
the stress concentration at the ends and also the 
residual stress caused by welding heat can be alleviated. 

The twelfth embodiment shown in Fig. 17 is a case 
where the present invention is applied to a gusset 
structure for a transverse bracing. In this case too, 
the structural member 1 is an I-beam installed 
horizontally, but the direction of its principal stress 
is vertical. A reinforcing rib 3 whose both ends are 
bent is welded vertically onto a side of the structural 
member 1 by T-joint weld, and a secondary member 8 
extending aslant upward is fixed to the reinforcing rib 
3. The stress concentration at the ends of the 
reinforcing rib 3 and the residual stress caused by 
welding heat are significantly alleviated compared with 
the conventional gusset structure for a transverse 
bracing shown in Fig. 18. 

(A joining structure of a structural member and anchor 
bolts) 

Whereas any of the joining structures heretofore 
described is a joining structure having a structural 
member 1 and one or more reinforcing ribs 3, the 
thirteenth embodiment shown in Fig. 19 is a structure 
wherein anchor bolts 9 are welded to an end of a 
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structural member 1. In this case too, the anchor bolts 
9 extend in the direction of the principal stress of the 
structural member 1. Whereas stress concentrates at the 
ends of the anchor bolts in the conventional anchoring 
5 structure shown in Fig. 20, when an end of each anchor 

bolt 9 is bent so as to deviate from the direction of the 
principal stress of the structural member 1 as seen in 
Fig. 19, not only the stress concentration is alleviated 
but also the residual stress caused by welding heat is 
10 significantly alleviated. 

The front elevation views and plan views of the 
embodiments shown in Figs. 3, 6, 7 and 8 described above 
CJ are given in Figs. 24 to 31. Figs. 32 and 33 are the 

S3 front elevation view and plan view, respectively, of a 

i*[ 15 modified example of the embodiment shown in Fig. 2. 

iy In the embodiments of the present invention 

7t described above, a tabular member is a reinforcing rib 

m 

s and is fixed by welding to a structural member so as to 

£f: protrude from its surface but, needless to say, the 

tU 

fy 2 0 formations are not necessarily restricted to those 

m described above: it may be formed by any suitable method 

% such as press work, cutting, etc. 

Example 

25 A fatigue strength test was carried out for the 

purpose of confirming the effect of the present invention 
described above. 

Two kinds of test pieces, one according to a 
conventional technology and the other to the present 

30 invention, were prepared for the test. The test pieces 
according to the conventional technology were structured 
as shown in Fig. 22, wherein a steel pipe 1 m in length 
was fixed upright onto a base plate 22 mm in thickness 
and its base portion was reinforced with conventional 

35 vertical ribs. The test pieces according to the present 
invention were structured as shown in Fig. 2, wherein a 
steel pipe 1 m in length was fixed upright onto a base 
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plate 22 mm in thickness and its base portion was 
reinforced with U-shaped reinforcing ribs. C0 2 gas 
shielded arc welding was employed for all the welding 
work, and the steel grade of all the steel sheets used 
5 for the test was Japanese Industrial Standard SM400. 

The fatigue strength of each test piece under a 
bending load imposed on the steel pipe was measured by a 
known method. The results are shown in Fig. 21. As seen 
in the figure, whereas the measurements of the test 
10 pieces according to the conventional technology were in 
the level of Grade G of the design service life curves 
defined in the design specification of railway bridges, 
the measurements of those according to the present 
invention corresponded to Grades A to B. Thus, it was 
q 15 confirmed that the fatigue strength was significantly 

W improved by employing the structure according to the 

M present invention. 

I 

fU 20 As explained above, by the present invention, the 

i m 

JL: stress concentration and residual stress caused by 

ffl welding heat occurring at a toe of a tabular member in a 

joining structure can be significantly alleviated and, as 
a result, the proof stress and fatigue property of the 
25 joining structure can be greatly improved compared with a 
conventional joining structure. The present invention, 
therefore, can greatly contribute to improving the 
reliability of a joining structure in widely varied uses, 
as shown in the embodiments of a present invention, 
3 0 including the anchoring structure of a steel pole base 
such as an illumination pole and the like. 



CLAIMS 

1. A joining structure having one or more tabular 
members protruding from the surface of a structural 
member, characterized by bending one or both ends of each 
tabular member. 

2. A joining structure according to claim 1, 
characterized in that: each tabular member is a 
reinforcing rib extending in the direction of the 
principal stress of the structural member and protruding 
in the shape of T; and one or both ends of each 
reinforcing rib is/are bent in a direction deviating from 
the direction of said principal stress. 

3. A joining structure according to claim 1, 
characterized by bending one or both ends of each tabular 
member in the shape of an gradual curve. 

4. A joining structure according to claim 2 or 3, 
characterized by bending one or both ends of each tabular 
member to the extent that each bent end is formed at a 
right angle to the direction of the principal stress. 

5. A joining structure according to claim 2, 
characterized by bending each tabular member into the 
shape of U or V. 

6. A joining structure according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, wherein the structural member has a 
coupling flange or a base plate, and one or more tabular 
members are disposed between the structural member and 
the coupling flange or base plate. 

7. A joining structure according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, wherein each tabular member serves as a 
fixture for one or more members to be joined. 

8. A joining structure according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, wherein a tabular member serves as a 
fixture for a secondary member. 

9. A joining structure wherein anchor bolts 
extending in the direction of the principal stress of a 
structural member are welded to the surface of the 
structural member, characterized by bending an end of 
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each anchor bolt in a direction deviating from the 
direction of said principal stress. 
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ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a joining structure 
capable of greatly improving the proof stress and the 
5 fatigue property by alleviating the stress concentration 
and residual stress caused by welding heat at one or both 
ends of a tabular member. 

In the present invention, one or both ends 4 of a 
tabular member 3 such as a reinforcing rib, fixed to the 
10 surface of a structural member 1 in the direction of the 
principal stress of the structural member 1 so as to 
protrude in the shape of T, is/are bent in a direction 
5 deviating from the direction of the principal stress and, 

by this, the rigidity at the end(s) 4 of the tabular 
15 member 3 decreases and the stress concentration is 

alleviated. It is preferable to bend one or both ends of 
g~ a tabular member 3 in the shape of an gradual curve and 

O to the extent that each bent end is formed at a right 

ffi angle to the direction of the principal stress. The 

Ill 2 0 tabular member may have the shape of a flat plate, or it 

may be bent so that it has the shape of U or V as a 
whole. Further, the tabular member may be welded to a 
structural member or formed as an integral part of a 
structural member. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent Application 

Japanese Language Declaration 



As 3 below named inventor, 1 hereby declare that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
next to my name. 



I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name 
is listed belovy) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names 
are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which 
a patent is sought on the invention entitled 



J33K0SG SIRXJCLEE 




the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following 
box Is checked: 



j <o b izBU * ft, 0 was wed on August 25, 2000 

Cl«)2BBE<D*BafflH*-'liftliP0TDaRfflBl*#ti. as United States Application Number or 

Jlo PC* 1 " International Applicalion Number 

0 BlZftlEZIltzt&U m^~rZ%$) P CT/jPOO/05774 and was amended on 

(if applicable). 



iUix ± & <7) # IE &{Z 1 r>¥ 1$ IE % iltz * ^j&i£#t$Bigj£t£tJj:?u I hereby state that 1 have reviewed and understand the contents of 

I tfl & £ t£ ftt U >. ii w ?rt^£33IMLTV>£d££d£t£^PJi"t"<S>o the above identified specification, including the claims, as amended 

by any amendment referred to above. 



tiUi* ^^P^SfilTSS^S^SVlS^Ill' 5 6tC*£li£ftTV*£ v I acknowledge the duty to discfose information which is material to 

£ iZ -9 V> T StSI AS Ifi £ 53 5?i" £ 53> & • patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 

Section 1.56. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.4 hours lo complete. Time will vary depending upon the need of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of lime you are required to complete this form should be sent to Chief Information OfTicer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commiseioncr of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, DC 20231. 
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Prior Foreign Application(s) 
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Japan 
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(Number) 

2000-1 73592 ( Pat. Appln. ) 



(Country) 
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Japan 



(Number) 



(Country) 
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(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
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I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 119(a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign apphcation(s) for patent 
or inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT International application 
which designated at least one country other than the United States 
listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box. 
any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT 
International application having a filling date before that of the 
application for which priority is claimed. 



Priority Not Claimed 



26 / August / 1999 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
<fflKH/£/#> 
09 / June / 2000 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(«lSH/|/#) 



! hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code. Section 
119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below. 



(Application No.) 



(Filling Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35. United States Code. Section 
120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of any PCT 
International application designating the United States, listed below 
and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph 
of Title 35. United States Code Section 1 12, I acknowledge the duty 
to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.56 which became 
available between the filling date of the prior application and the 
national or PCT Internationa! filing date of application. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffittH) 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issued thereon. 
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application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith (list name and registration number). 

m Robert T. Tobin (Reg. Hs)~2*£M$- 
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Robert T. Tobin 
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(212) 425-7200 (phone) 
(212) 425-5288 (facsimile) 



26646 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
Robert T. Tobin 

(212) 425-7200 (phone) 
(212) 425-5288 (facsimile) 







Full name of sole or first inventor ^ — ^ 

Masakazu Suaimoto I -^Q j 






n w £ *> » * 


BW 


Inventor's signature \ Date 

^hiM(Jic^Uu A^jMotMb- February 1 2* f 






Residence 07 ^ s <f\\ 

Futtsu-shi , Chiba f Japan V ) rX 


mis 




Citizenship 

Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIPPON STEEL CORPORATION 

Technical Development Bureau, 


20-1, Shintomi, Futtsu-shi, Chiba 
293-851 1 , Japan 






Full name of second Joint inventor, if any " \ 

Masayuki Okimoto ^} ^(JLJ 






Second inventor's signature Date 

^^U^CfC^ ®$J^thfar February 1 


SB? 




Residence (J 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan ~v3 P j£ 


HIE 




Citizenship 

Japanese 






Post Office Address 

c/o NIPPON STEEL CORPORATION , 


6-3, Otemachi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 1 00-8071 , Japan 



2002 



, 2002 



toCi) 



(Supph/ similar Information and signature for third and subsequent 
joint inventors.) 



Page 3 of '4 







Full name of third joint inventoruf aqy 
Tetsumi Hondo—- j( (J 






Third inventor' signature Date 

y^£M/M,<6 ■V\nn*ft<T . February 12, 2002 


a m 




Residence ~^0\/ 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 


m m 




Ci tizenship 
Japanese 


mm 




Post Office Address 
c/o NIPPON STEEL CORPORATION , 


6-3, Otemachi 2-chcme, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 
1 00-8071 , Japan 






Full name of fourth joint inventor, if an^r^ 
Shiro Kifea -4" (X~s 




Btt 


Fourth inventor's signature Date ( 
^f^]ro k'Tk February 12, 2002 


a m 




Residence Q\f 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo ,_Japan <0 Y /C 


B II Citizenship 

Japanese 






Post Office Address 
c/o YOSHIMOTO POLE CD., LTD. 


t Yurakucho 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-0006. Jamn 








Full name of fifth joint invenior,. ilNany 
Masafumi Higasa 






FiJ-Ui inventor' s -signature Date 

Februarv 12 r 700:> 


& m 




Residence' " ^\0\/ 
Osaka-shi, Osaka, Japan O * A* 


S H Citizenship 

Japanese 


&»» 




Post Office Address 
c/o INABA ELECTRIC WORK, 1-1, Itachibori 


3-chcme, Nishi-ku> Osaka-shi, Osaka 
^0-001?. .T^ran 






Full name of' sixth joint inventor, if any 






Sixth inventor's signature Date 


ft F/f 




Residence 


S H Citizenship 






Post Office Address 






t) 


(Supply similar information and signature for 
seventh and subsequent joint inventors.) 



Page 4 of 4 



